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Fall at Goss Reading Room in Lakeport
(photo compliments of Rob Clifford Photography)

A sincere thank you to all of our election officials, poll workers, and voters for another
safe and successful election on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. A special thank you to
the Laconia Parks and Recreation Department for delivering and setting up the polls
and use of the Community Center for the preprocessing of the absentee ballots. Thank you to Laconia
Village Bakery and South End Pizza and Seafood or feeding the election officials, Laconia Police for
monitoring the polls, and to the staff in the Tax Department for all of their help with the absentee ballots.
Without all of you, this election would not have been as successful as it was.
Cheryl Hebert, City Clerk

Please click here to view the election results!

Welcome

to
a weekly email
newsletter update devoted to keeping you informed
of City of Laconia department news, City projects,
useful links, activities and events!
Look for a new edition of the newsletter each Friday.
If you have already signed up to be on our distribution
list to receive your newsletter by e-mail, thank you for
your interest! If you would like to be added to our
e-mail list (or to unsubscribe), please click here.
As always, we welcome your ideas
and comments as to what you would
like to see included in future issues.
Just give us a call in the City Manager’s office at 527-1270, or contact
us by e-mail at info@laconianh.gov

We look forward to keeping
you up to date on our
beautiful City!

City Hall will be closed on
Wednesday, Nov. 11th in
observance of Veterans Day
Please join us as we salute and thank all
veterans for their dedicated and loyal
service to our country.
There will be a brief ceremony of
remembrance at Veteran’s Square
at 11 am on Wednesday, November 11th.
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The Library is open to the public! Check the Library’s
home page for updated information.

All November long!
Paint a Galaxy in a Jar!
Kit includes 1 mason jar,
1 paintbrush, and 1 strip of
paint pots featuring a black
acrylic, a selection of glow
paints, glitter and glow
powder. Limited kits
available, signup
suggested.
For Tweens and Teens!

Join us on Facebook Live
for new stories each week!
Nov. 12th, 10-11 am
For children birth - age six.

Please note that the
Library will be closed all
day on Wednesday,
November 11th for
Veterans Day
Programs to Go!
Zendoodle
Bookmarks

Ongoing and for all ages. Relax at
home with a Zendoodle Bookmark
and a set of colored pencils!

Keeping the public updated and aware of what’s going on in our
community and receiving residents’ feedback is an important
goal of the City Council. Check each issue of Laconia Links for
City Council Finance Committee
a schedule of the upcoming week’s meetings. As agendas
November 9, 2020, 6:15 pm
become available, they will be posted to the City’s website.
Agenda

You can also contact any of the City’s departments for addition- City Council
al information on a meeting or to obtain a printed copy of the November 9, 2020, 7:00 pm
agenda. You are invited and encouraged to participate in any Agenda
public meeting and provide input.
Follow this link to the “Calendar”
page of the City of Laconia’s
website. Please check the
“Calendar” page often for updated
information and changes.

Become involved in
your City and make a
difference!

Human Relations Committee
November 10, 2020, 3:00 pm
Agenda
Heritage Commission
November 12, 2020, 5:00 pm
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Our thanks to all who volunteered or
participated in our first ever Trick
or Treat event at Opechee Park!
Approximately 600-700 trick or
treaters and their families attended,
and we hope to see everyone
again next year!
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‘Black Brook’ book sells out, second
printing ordered
The first 50 copies of Claire Clark’s new book, “Black Brook: A
Historical View of the Northerly Section of Lakeport, New Hampshire,” sold out within two weeks, the Laconia Historical and
Museum Society reports. A second printing has been ordered
and copies should arrive within a day or two.
Consisting of 168 pages in 8-1/2 x 11
format, soft bound, illustrated with
more than 120 photographs, 20 in full
color, the book was written by Claire
Blanchette Clark, who grew up in the
Black Brook section and has done
extensive research on this part of Lakeport.
Among other features explored are the Squire Clark ("Hathaway") House,
Tekwood, the Shore Diner, Rudzinski icehouses and Blaisdell Avenue — along
with the people who lived and worked there. Many of the photos have never
appeared in print before.
Some 60 years in the making, this book focuses on the residential, along with the industrial, commercial
and tourist-related character of this section of Union Avenue - with emphasis on the homes and businesses located there from early settlement to around 1950.
Copies may be ordered by sending $29.95 per copy ($36.95 if book to be mailed) to Laconia Historical
and Museum Society, P.O. Box 1126, Laconia, NH 03247. If the book is to be picked up locally, provide a
phone number, e-mail address or other contact information. Books may also be purchased directly from
the Belknap Mill. Call 524-8813 to arrange pick-up time.

LACONIA WATER DEPARTMENT
988 UNION AVENUE
(603) 524-0901
HYDRANT FLUSHING NOTICE

As part of our continued effort to maintain drinking water quality,
Laconia Water Department will be flushing hydrants
November 2nd through November 13th, 2020
While this may produce discolored water, it is not harmful.
Simply run the cold water until it clears. There could also be some
fluctuation in pressure for a short period of time.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
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SURVEY OF TRASH AND RECYCLING
CONTAINERS
The City of Laconia, as part of its efforts to improve the quality of
life in the City and to control the growth of costs associated with
disposing of solid waste, is considering converting from a manual
collection system to an automated collection system.
An automated collection system has a single operator in the truck and the operator uses a
mechanical arm to empty the containers. This option can reduce the City’s curbside collection
costs and is safer for the workers who collect solid waste.
All solid waste containers must be compatible with the plan for this type of collection
system. The plan includes the City providing City owned trash and recycling containers to
residents and business that are on public highways and meet the criteria for curbside collection
under City ordinances.
Approximately 7 years ago the City was selling recycling containers with “Laconia Recycles” stamped on the container as part of
its effort to enhance curbside recycling in the City. The stamped
imprint on the cans let the driver know that recycling was in those
containers. These cans are compatible with automated collection
systems.
Many residents and business
may have bought trash containers that are also compatible
with these systems. A picture
of a compatible can is shown
(left).
As part of the planning process Public Works is asking those
residents and businesses in the City who still have these
cans, or similar cans, to let the City know that they have
them. Your reply will help the City determine how many cans
it needs to buy allowing us to continue the planning process.
To make it easy for residents and business to reply, the City
has created a page on its web site to collect your responses. The website will collect addresses but not names. Your
reply will enable the City to determine the cost of conversion
to an automated system. Your replies will also enable the
City to develop its plans for delivering cans in the City if the City Council decides to convert to
an automated system.
Please click here to complete the “Survey of Trash and Recycling Containers”.
We ask that all residents and business reply by November 30th.
If you have any questions, please call the Department of Public Works at 528-6379.
Thank you for your help!
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Department of
Public Works
NOTICE TO RESIDENTS ON
CURBSIDE COLLECTION

Veterans Day is Wednesday,
November 11th
Trash will be picked up on the
normal schedule on Wednesday,
November 11th - Veterans Day
Questions, please call DPW
@ 528-6379.

FOOD AND
To help with Isaiah 61 Cafe's mission of
alleviating homelessness and assisting those who
are enduring homelessness in Laconia, the Unitarian Universalist Society of Laconia's
Social Justice Committee members are holding a
collection on Saturday, November 14th from
10am until 2pm of both food and nonfood items.
Items needed are pop-top easy open canned
goods, juices, fruits, vegetables, and other
canned food items. Nonfood items needed
are blankets, sleeping bags, and tents.
Come rain or come shine, we will be there to
accept your donations at the Church located at
172 Pleasant St. in Laconia.

Thank you!

Mark your calendar! The City of Laconia
Transfer Station will be closed on
Saturday, November 7th
The Transfer station will be closed for
scale maintenance. The work is
expected to take all day and due to the
location of the work, it will not be safe for
customers to enter the Transfer Station.
The Transfer Station will re-open on
Monday November 9th. In the event of
rain, the work will be rescheduled for
Saturday, November 14th.
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Our thanks to Warren D. Huse, the
Laconia Historical and Museum
Society, and the Laconia Daily Sun
for providing a glimpse into our
community’s past…..
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SOLID WASTE
Trash
Pickup
Information

As part of the City’s effort to improve
the quality of life in the City, Public
Works has been enforcing the City’s
Solid Waste Ordinance.
Following are some of the issues that
have resulted in violation notices and
fines. The first violation results in a
warning. The second violation results in
a minimum of a $250 fine.

Residents and businesses are putting solid waste containers in the right of way too early
and leaving them out too late.
Solid waste containers can only be placed out for collection after 7:00 pm the day before your
scheduled collection day, and they must be removed from the right of way no later than 7:00 pm
on your day of collection.
Bulky Items are put in the right of way too early for collection.
Bulky items are like solid waste containers. They can only be placed out for collection after 7:00
pm the day before your scheduled collection day and they must be removed from the right of way
no later than 7:00 pm on your day of collection.

Bulky items do not have stickers on them.
The contractor will only collect bulky items if they have a City bulky item sticker on them. Many
residents hope that someone will take the item for free leaving the item on the street too long, thus
resulting in a violation notice.
Trash bags are on the ground.
The contractor will only collect trash if it is in a container. They will not collect loose bags that are
on the ground.
Trash cans are overflowing.
The contractor has been instructed to follow what the City calls the “Iceberg Rule”. If most of the
bag is below the level of the rim of the trash container, the contractor will collect it. Otherwise, the
bag will be left by the contractor and placed on the ground.
Yard waste (leaves and grass clippings) are put out too early.
The City only collects yard waste at the curb 4 weeks each year. Two weeks are in the spring and
two are in the fall. Yard waste can only be put in the right of way after 7:00 pm the day before your
scheduled collection day. Laconia residents can bring yard waste to the Transfer Station;
commercial establishments cannot. Please ensure your yard waste does not include any invasive
species as the yard waste is composted and it can spread these species into other areas.

Questions? Please call DPW at 528-6379

Thank you for your cooperation!
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Digging/Excavation in the City’s
Right-of-Way
Fees Are Increasing

Starting December 1st, the permit fee for Digging/
Excavation in the City’s right-of-way will be
increased.
The Administrative/Inspection Fee is increasing
from $75 to $125.
The City has instituted a street damage
charge. This charge is assessed at $5.00 per
square foot of excavation occurring within the
paved portions of the public right-of-way or on
City property.
An infrastructure damage charge of $2.50 per
square foot of excavation will be charged for
excavation occurring within the unpaved sidewalk
areas of the public right-of-way or on unpaved
portions of City property.
Streets that have been paved within the last five
years are considered under moratorium and work
on these streets is permissible only under certain
circumstances.

If an excavation occurs in a street where the
pavement is less than 2 years old, the street
damage charge is multiplied by three (3).
If an excavation occurs in a street where the
pavement is 2 years to 5 years old, the street
damage charge is multiplied by two (2).
Contact the Department of Public Works at 5286379 if you have any questions, check the City’s
website for the ordinance update and to apply for
a digging/excavation permit.
Questions? Call us at 603-862-0079 or
email northeast. Passage@unh.edu
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Colonial Theatre Updates...

Our thanks to City Councilor Robert
Hamel for providing these photos!
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Curbside recycling
will be picked up the
week of Nov. 9th
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Gilford Hannaford Helps Support Lakes
Region Scholarship Foundation Through Their
“Hannaford Helps-Reusable Bag Program”
The Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation has been selected to
be the Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag Program recipient for the
month of November. The Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag
Program, was launched by the Hannaford in October 2015 and is
designed to support local non-profits through the sale of the reusable Community Bags. The store features two kinds of reusable
bags that will assist charities: the Community bag, which will benefit LRSF and another, the Hannaford Fight Hunger bag which
benefits a different local charity.

Each month a local charity or service organization is chosen as a
beneficiary of the program by the local store. When a customer
purchases one of these special Community Cause reusable shopping bags, Hannaford donates $1 to that organization. LRSF will
be the featured “cause” for the month of November. Executive
Director, Karen Switzer said that LRSF is excited to be included in
LRSF Assistant Director, Paulette Loughlin this program and offered many thanks to the management of
(l), LRSF and Gilford Hannaford Assistant
Gilford Hannaford for their support. Switzer said “These funds will
Store Manager, Troy Cone and Executive
go to our Friends of the Foundation Operating Fund which helps
Director, Karen Switzer
us get all of the background work done to complete our mission.
Since 1956, we have been serving as a clearinghouse to receive scholarship funds from various area
donors. Presently we have over 260 donors that we serve. We screen applications and distribute scholarships for the donors and we are always working to encourage new scholarships. For more information
about Lakes Region Scholarship Foundation you can visit us at our Facebook page, website: lrscholarship.org or give us a call at 527-3533.” Assistant Director, Paulette Loughlin added that she hoped that
many people in the area would stop in and shop at the Gilford Hannaford during the month and purchase
a bag. She said "We have a motto at the office that a drop in the bucket, even the smallest, eventually will
get us a bucketful of support…every drop counts. We hope that many in the community will help to fill our
bucket and be part of this special fundraiser."

Winners of the First Annual Halloween Cake Decorating Competition
at the Belknap Mill!
A shout out to all those who entered, we had well
over 40 cake entries from all ages. Thank you to the
Huot Center Culinary Arts Program students for
being our judges-they certainly had their work
cut out for them!
Adult Cake Winner (3 tier
cake) Brita Stevens
Teen Cake Winner
(Spider web cake)
Kendall Myers
Kid Cake Winner Chloe
Tarr (Zombie Graveyard
cake)
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Make plans to drive by Opechee Park soon to see the
work underway on the new Skatepark!
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Ralph Higgins, 68, a Laconia NH native
and Vietnam War Veteran has been named “Resident of the
Month at Sunrise Residential Living.
Ralph served in Vietnam from 1966-1970 on a Navy ship. He
was transferred to Vietnam to a TP boat. The original name of
the boat was Higgins boat, named by his grandfather. These
boats carried machine guns that never stopped firing, and they
could turn around fast. Ralph worked on plastic explosive
devices.
Ralph remembers eating food from his helmet while being in
Vietnam. In 1970 he came back home to Laconia, NH and
married his wife. He started working at Allen Rogers, staying
there for 8 years, then moved on to the shoe repair shop in
downtown Laconia. Ralph also worked at Lakes Region Construction for 20 years before settling down
to work at a restaurant in Laconia, subsequently retiring at age 62 after a back injury.
Ralph was born in Laconia NH. He has 15 brothers and sisters and has been a resident of Sunrise
Towers for 8 years. He spends most of his time working on the electric wiring on his power chair that
he bought a year ago. Ralph has decorated his power chair with American flags and many bright and
shiny colors so he is easily seen by the public eye. His chair is a work and progress and he hopes to
have it all working and up and running by spring.

Belknap Mill Celebrates National
Sock Day, Nov. 11th - Dec. 4th

On November 11th at 11 am the Belknap Mill will
join with other Americans across the nation to toll
bells in remembrance of those who served and
sacrificed. We invite other local organizations
throughout our City to join us!

In honor of National Sock Day we celebrate the
history of our Mill. The Belknap Mill kept feet in
every part of the world warm at one time or another.
During WW I and II our soldiers needed warm dry
socks, and the Mill provided them.
]
In the spirit of community, the Mill will be collecting
quality socks of all sizes, for men, women children
through the month of November. All socks collected
by National Sock Day (Dec. 4) will be donated to our
local shelters in honor of all those who served.
Socks may be dropped off at the Mill MondayFriday, 9 am to 1 pm, and Saturdays 10 am to 2 pm.

A nationwide bell-tolling on November 11th is a
solemn reminder of the sacrifice and service of
veterans of the Great War, and all veterans.

We encourage you to take a moment to listen
and remember.
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ServiceLink
Resource Center
(1-866-634-9412 or
528-6945) is the first
number to call for
senior services.

CITY OF LACONIA
PHONE DIRECTORY
Airport ......................................524-5003
Airport Manager - Marv Everson

Assessing ................................527-1268
Assistant Assessor - Tara Baker

City Clerk ..................................527-1265
ServiceLink of Belknap
County is an invaluable
resource sponsored by the
Partnership for Public
Health and the NH Dept.
of Health & Human
Services. We urge you to
contact them to see what
services may be available to you. There is never a
fee or eligibility requirement and conversations are
kept confidential.

City Clerk - Cheryl Hebert

City Manager ............................527-1270
City Manager - Scott Myers

Code Enforcement ....................527-1293
Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen

Conservation .............................527-1264
Conservation Technician - Ashley Ruprecht

Finance .....................................524-3877
Finance Director - Glenn Smith

Licensing...................................528-6331
Licensing - Lindsey Allen

Planning & Comm. Dev. ............527-1264
Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen

They can be reached at 603-528-6945 or by email
at celphick@servicelinkpphnh.org.

Fire Dept. (Central Station) ......524-6881
Fire Dept. (Weirs Station) .........366-2229

Laconia Senior Center is located at
17 Church Street in Laconia.
Questions? Call 524-7689

Library.......................................524-4775

Fire Chief - Kirk Beattie

Library Director - Randy Brough

Parks & Recreation ...................524-5046
Parks & Rec. Director - Amy Lovisek

Personnel..................................524-3877
Personnel Administrator - Paula Baumoel

Police (Administration) .............524-5257
Police (Crime Line) ..................524-1717
Police Chief - Matthew Canfield

We hope you have enjoyed this
Edition of

Public Works (Main Office) ........528-6379
Public Works (Transfer Station) 528-5822
Public Works Director - Wes Anderson

Tax............................................527-1269
Tax Collector - Lindsey Allen

Water ........................................524-0901

We welcome your input, comments
and suggestions!
Feel free to contact us at the
City Manager’s office, 527-1270,
or by e-mail at info@laconianh.gov

Have a great weekend!

Scott Myers,
City Manager
City’s Website:
www.laconianh.gov

Superintendent - Ben Crawford

Welfare .....................................527-1267
Welfare Technician - Cathy Raymond
City Council Contact Info:

Mayor Andrew Hosmer ................ 496-2078
Bruce Cheney (Ward 1) ............... 491-8946
Robert Soucy (Ward 2) ................ 524-7054
Henry Lipman (Ward 3) ................ 528-0191
Mark Haynes (Ward 4) ................. 524-3605
Robert Hamel (Ward 5) ................ 524-6360
Tony Felch (Ward 6) .................... 998-1418
General Council E-mail:
citycouncil@laconianh.gov
Visit the City’s website at:
www.laconianh.gov
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