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Be sure to check out the new Community Center sign
and beautiful flower garden on Union Avenue

The above photo shows Robert Soucy (fifth from left) being sworn in with other City Councilors in January, 1974.
(photo courtesy of Laconia Historical and Museum Society)

Welcome

At a special meeting
on July 28th, the
Laconia City Council
elected Robert
Soucy to fill the
vacant Ward 2
Council seat created
upon the recent
passing of David
Bownes.

to
a weekly email
newsletter update devoted to keeping you informed
of City of Laconia department news, City projects,
useful links, activities and events!
Look for a new edition of the newsletter each Friday.
If you have already signed up to be on our distribution
list to receive your newsletter by e-mail, thank you for
your interest! If you would like to be added to our
e-mail list (or to unsubscribe), please click here.
As always, we welcome your ideas
and comments as to what you would
like to see included in future issues.
Just give us a call in the City Manager’s office at 527-1270, or contact
us by e-mail at info@laconianh.gov

We look forward to keeping
you up to date on our
beautiful City!

Please join us in
welcoming him
to the City Council!
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The Library is now open to the public! Check the Library’s
home page for updated information.

Hear-MeRead
August 3,
9:30 - 11:00
@ Library
Park
Sign up to
read to
Jamie or Gail in 15-minute
blocks. Outside weather permitting, or by calling in. For practicing readers through third grade,
by appointment. Sign up in
advance required. .

UPDATED LIBRARY HOURS
AND INFORMATION

It’s the last week of summer
reading, so get those lists and
forms filled out to qualify for
prizes!

Wildlife Encounters
Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Change in quarantine procedures!
We will be checking in items within a
day of return. They will still be quarantined for 3 days after that, but this
new feature will check them in from
the patron’s account.

Our friends from Wildlife Encounters will show and talk about several animals up close and personal! Tune in for this Zoom show.
Call IN ADVANCE at 524-4775
to get an invitation code to watch.
Family Craft: Painted Magical
Creatures
Tuesday, August 4, 2020
Stop in, call 524-4775, Ext. 13, or
text 556-4666 in advance to sign
up and get the supplies you need
to make each craft. Tune in and make it along with
Gail and Jamie on Facebook Live each Tuesday at 3
pm. Bring your very own magical creature to life with
a little bit of paint and a lot of imagination!

How to use
Google Calendar: August 3,
12-12:30 pm .
A link will be
posted to our
Facebook
page at noon.

Keeping the public updated and aware of what’s going on in our
community and receiving residents’ feedback is an important goal of
the City Council. Check each issue of Laconia Links for a schedule of
the upcoming week’s meetings. As agendas become available, they
will be posted to the City’s website.
You can also contact any of the City’s departments for additional
information on a meeting or to obtain a printed copy of the agenda.
You are invited and encouraged to participate in any public meeting
and provide input.
Follow this link to the “Calendar”
page of the City of Laconia’s
website. Please check the
“Calendar” page often for updated information and changes.

Become involved in
your City and make a
difference!

Please note important information
included on the agendas below regarding
viewing and participating in City
meetings electronically.
Planning Board
August 4, 2020, 6:30 pm
Agenda
Conservation Commission
August 5, 2020, 6:00 pm
Water Commission
August 6, 2020, 8:00 am
Agenda
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The City of Laconia is looking for four members of
the public to serve on the Capital Improvement
Committee. This Committee meets for three
months of the year, September, October and
November, for a total of five meetings, with each
meeting lasting about one to two hours.
The responsibility of this Committee is to recommend and rank the City’s capital improvements.
The Board hears presentations by the various City
Departments explaining their requests and then
ranks each submission. Once the Board ranks all
the submittals, they submit their rankings to the
City Manager, who then provides input and
forwards them on to the City Council for possible
adoption into the City Budget.
If you are interested in getting into City government
and have an interest in what projects are being proposed in the City, this is a great Committee to provide input on how you would like to see specific
things funded.
If you have any questions about the Committee,
please call Robert Mora, Assistant Planner at
527-1264.

Absentee Ballot Application Forms
Are Now Available!
The State Primary date is set for September 8, 2020.
Absentee ballots can be requested through the City
Clerk’s Office, or by clicking here. Completed
applications can be dropped off to the
Clerk’s Office, faxed to 524-1766, emailed to
cityclerk@laconianh.gov, or mailed to the City
Clerk’s Office, PO Box 489, Laconia, NH 03247.
Absentee ballots must be received no later than
5 pm on the day of the election in order for your vote
to count. Visit the Secretary of State’s website to
track your ballot. You can verify receipt of your application, the date your absentee ballot was mailed to
you, the date the Clerk receives your completed
absentee ballot, and after the election learn if your
absentee ballot was rejected/not counted and why.
Please contact the City Clerk at 527-1265
if you have questions regarding the information
on tracking your ballot.

We are looking for election workers for the
State Primary and General Elections.
These are paid positions. If you are
interested, please call the City Clerk’s
Office at 527-1265 and ask to speak
with City Clerk Cheryl Hebert.
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Important News for
City Residents!
The City’s Solid Waste Ordinance has been in effect for quite some
time. However, a campaign is now underway to enforce our current
regulations in order to improve the overall look of the City. Residents
and businesses will now need to comply with the requirements of the
Ordinance; this will cut down on the overflow of trash barrels and
bags piled on top or left on the ground, encourage recycling and
result in a more attractive community.
The City began this effort starting with businesses and condominium
associations, and as of July 20 began focusing on single family residential properties, as well as multi-family residential rental properties.
Please note that the City provides unlimited single-stream recycling
pickup every other week curbside. Dates of recycling weeks can be
found on our Recycling Calendar, posted on our website. Residents
can also drop off flattened corrugated cardboard behind the Public
Works garage on Messer Street 24/7 in the “caged area”.
The City’s solid waste rules as they apply to residences include the following:

• Solid waste can only be placed in the City right of way no earlier than 7 pm the day before the area’s
collection day. The cans must be removed before 7 pm the day of collection.
• All trash must be in plastic bags and be placed in a trash can. The trash can cannot be overflowing.
• All solid waste cans must have a lid.
• Single family residences can have two trash cans.
• A duplex can have four trash cans.
• A triplex can have six trash cans.
• Any apartment complex over 3 units can have only 7 trash cans.
• Recycling containers are unlimited; however, the contractor will only collect recycling containers that are
not contaminated with trash.
• Solid waste containers can weigh no more than 50 lbs including its contents. The container shall have a
height no greater than 36 inches.
• The City does not collect tires, freon containing appliances or electronics at the curb.
• Large items can be placed in the right of way for collection if the item is a 2 person lift. Each Item must
have a bulky item sticker.
• Metal bulky items with a bulky item sticker are only collected on the first Wednesday of the month and by
appointment only.
• Large Items placed in the right of way for another party to take for free are considered trash and can only
be in the right of way from 7 pm the day before the area’s collection day to 7 pm on collection day.
The curbside collection contractor will only pick up curbside solid waste that meets the City’s regulations.
Public Works employees will be inspecting collection routes and may assess fines depending on the
nature of the violation of the City Solid Waste regulations.
For questions or additional information, please call Public Works at 528-6379.

Thank you for your cooperation!
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Please see next page for guidelines related to attending our
Summer Concert Series in Rotary Park.
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The U.S. Small Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program
has re-opened and started accepting
applications on July 6th in response
to the President signing the
program’s extension legislation.
This is a loan program designed to
provide a direct incentive for small
businesses to keep their workers
on the payroll.
Click here for more information.
The deadline to apply for this
program loan is August 8, 2020.
For the last 23 years, the New Hampshire Jewish Food
Festival at Temple B’nai Israel (TBI) in Laconia has brought
people together from all over New Hampshire and beyond to
dine “under the tent”.
But this year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Jewish
Food Festival will be a takeout event only. Orders can be
placed online at www. tbinh.org, from July 27 to August 10
and picked up curbside by appointment at the Temple, 210
Court St. in Laconia. A drive through system will be used for
everyone’s safety and masks are required.

Curbside recycling will be
picked up the week of
August 3, 2020

The online takeout menu offers some of the most popular
items from the Jewish Food Festival! All items are sold
frozen and include instructions for heating. This is the
opportunity to fill your freezer to capacity with the most
mouth watering and delectable foods prepared with love
and care. Orders will be filled on a “first come-first served”
basis until inventories are depleted.
All questions may be directed to foodfestival@tbinh.org and
orders can be placed at www.tbinh.org starting July 27th.
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REUSABLE SHOPPING BAG BAN LIFTED AS OF
7/27/2020

Monday, Governor Chris Sununu lifted the ban on reusable shopping bags, as
“Scientists say the bags are safe as long as people wash them between uses; that
single-use plastics are just as susceptible to carrying the virus; and that face masks
are a far more effective way of preventing new infections”
(NHPR, July 27, 2020).

Do your part to help the environment by limiting your use of
single-use plastics, and using your clean, reusable bags when
you shop.

Steve Loughlin, a Director at the
Kiwanis Club of Laconia, NH,
produces a monthly newsletter
for the Club, “Laconia Kiwanis
Kronikle”. To read the most recent
issue and see what our local
chapter of Kiwanis is up to,
click here! Past issues of the
Kronikle can be found here.
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Updated Information for our
residents regarding
City services
To keep our residents informed regarding City services and operations during this public health
situation, please see the information below:
▪

City Hall is now open to the public during our regular hours, Monday-Friday, 8:30 am to
4:30 pm. However, residents are strongly encouraged to utilize our on-line services whenever
possible. Please wear a facemask when visiting City Hall, or facemasks are available in our lobby
if you do not have one. Social distancing is required, and a staff member located in the lobby will
direct you to the appropriate department.

▪

Please see page 13 of this newsletter for a detailed update regarding Parks & Recreation
facilities, beaches and playgrounds. Please call the Community Center at 524-5046 for
more information.

▪

The Library building is now open to the public with limitations. New hours are as follows:
Monday and Wednesday: 9-5; Tuesday and Thursday: 9-8; Closed Friday; Saturday: 9-1.
Please note: 9-11am on Tuesdays and Thursdays are reserved for elderly and medically
vulnerable patrons. We ask that everyone respect this accommodation.
Guidelines for visiting the Library:
1) Please wear a face covering
2) Please observe social distancing and remain 6 feet apart
3) You are welcome to visit the Library one time per day, for up to 45 minutes.
4) Please, no food or drink inside.
5) Please check in at the welcome station.
Museum passes, homebound delivery, and inter-library loans are not available at this time.
Please visit the Library’s website for details or call 524-4775.

▪

The Water Department remains closed to the general public. Please visit their website here
for information on how to pay your bill, or call 524-0901.

▪

The Public Works office is now open and will allow one person in the lobby at a time. We
encourage customers to use our on-line services whenever possible. Services that can be
completed on-line include plumbing, driveway, sidewalk and excavation permits. Daily dump
passes can be purchased directly at the Transfer Station; please be sure to bring identification
that shows you are a Laconia resident. Annual dump stickers may be obtained from the City Clerk
or Tax Office in City Hall. They are good for the calendar year for the Transfer Station and the
Brush Dump. Please call the Department of Public Works at 528-6379 for additional information.

Stay updated on all City news by visiting our website where alerts will be posted, or sign up to receive
notifications via email. For questions of a general nature, please call the City Manager’s Office at
527-1270. Please also check the SAU website for school related information.

Thank you for your patience! We will keep you updated as circumstances change.
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Bristol Newfound School
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Our thanks to Warren D. Huse, the
Laconia Historical and Museum
Society, and the Laconia Daily Sun
for providing a glimpse into our
community’s past…..
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Thank you!

Summer Plans for Laconia
Parks & Recreation

Summer of 2020 in Laconia certainly looks very
different from past years at all of our City
parks. All parks & beaches are open (and have
been throughout the Governor’s Stay at Home Order.) Please feel free to
visit our beaches and parks, and be conscious of appropriate social distancing for everyone’s safety. We appreciate your willingness to follow these
guidelines for everyone’s health, and we hope you will continue to do so.
Below are some changes taking place at this time…
Playgrounds and Courts are
now open. Please see
samples of signs (right) and
(below) that are posted at
each facility.
The Leavitt, Weirs Community, and Tardif Park Houses are
available for rent again! Any
group of 50 people or less
may rent the facilities being
sure to pay attention to the
current state guidelines.

For any questions, please
feel free to contact
Laconia Parks &
Recreation at
603-524-5046 or email
parks@laconianh.gov
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Get out in the fresh air and enjoy the WOW Trail!
The Trail currently spans from Elm Street in Lakeport to downtown Laconia, and then onto the Belmont town line where it meets with Belmont’s Winnisquam Scenic Trail, creating 4.25 miles of continuous trail between Lakeport and Osborne’s Agway.
It’s a great way to get some exercise and spend
time with your family! Please click on the map
image (left) for a printable map.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
By: Mark Twain
After an amazing 13 weeks and
35 chapters, the Laconia
Reads program has come
to an end.
Our thanks to the amazing
group of 35 guest readers that
allowed us to enjoy The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer
again, or perhaps for the very
first time!
To view the final video presented by Mayor Andrew Hosmer,
just click Here to download
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Colonial Theatre Updates...
Our thanks to City
Councilor Robert Hamel
for providing these photos!
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The 4th Annual Belknap Mill Historic Scavenger
Hunt is a perfect event that provides fun for every
age and has been designed to ensure appropriate
social distancing! Being held a little later than normal, this year’s Hunt is taking place on Saturday,
August 8th from 12:30pm-4:00pm. Registration is
now open! Teams can register online at Eventbrite.com, on the Belknap Mill Facebook event
page, or on our website, www.belknapmill.org.
This year’s Scavenger Hunt is hosted by the
Belknap Mill, Laconia Historical and Museum
Society and generously sponsored by Misiaszek
Turpin pllc.
Check-in for teams starts at 12:30pm at the Belknap Mill and the Scavenger Hunt will take place
from 1:00pm – 3:30pm. Teams of up to 6 people
will work together to try and tackle as many of the
60 challenges as they can in the allotted time
while documenting each clue with a photo or video
taken with a smartphone and texted to a judge to
obtain credit. This is an all volunteer run event and
the $25 registration fee goes to support mission
driven programming delivered by the Belknap Mill.
We are excited to be promoting the City of
Laconia’s rich history, its incredible businesses
and organizations.
“It is an interactive and perfect event for families looking for a great afternoon activity. You will
have to think about how much you know about your community and you will certainly learn a lot!”,
said Jill Desruisseaux, Communications Coordinator, who suggests building your team with a
diversity of strengths.
“It takes more than one brain to crack these clues and team collaboration will make a big
difference…it’s not easy but it’s definitely a lot of fun!”
The Historic Scavenger Hunt is organized by Belknap Mill staff members Tara Shore and Jill
Desruisseaux. Research for the clues and challenges began several months ago with help from a
group of volunteers. the Belknap Mill ‘Clue’s Crew’, and members of the Laconia Historical and
Museum Society. ‘The biggest hint for teams playing this year is to be VERY observant while
traveling through the City; a keen eye will be the strongest advantage a team can have’,
mentioned Tara Shore.
The teams that finish first, second and third will take home prizes donated by local businesses.
A pontoon boat rental donated by Fay's Boat Yard Inc., a wine tour and tasting at Hermit Woods
Winery, passes to Squam Lake Science Center and many more are up for the taking by the most
observant team!
To learn more about the Historic Laconia Scavenger Hunt and other Belknap Mill programs and
events please visit us on Facebook, visit our website at: www.belknapmill.org or contact Tara
Shore at 603-524-8813.
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Don’t forget !
ServiceLink
Resource Center
(1-866-634-9412 or
528-6945)….it’s the first
number to call for
senior services.

CITY OF LACONIA
PHONE DIRECTORY
Airport ......................................524-5003
Airport Manager - Marv Everson

Assessing ................................527-1268
Assistant Assessor - Tara Baker

City Clerk ..................................527-1265
City Clerk - Cheryl Hebert

City Manager ............................527-1270
City Manager - Scott Myers

Code Enforcement ....................527-1293
Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen

Conservation .............................527-1264
Conservation Technician - Ashley Ruprecht

Finance .....................................524-3877
Finance Director - Glenn Smith

Licensing...................................528-6331
Licensing - Lindsey Allen

The National Council on Aging has some
advice for seniors on protecting themselves
from COVID-19. Please click on the image
above for helpful information!

Laconia Senior Center is located at
17 Church Street in Laconia.
Questions? Call 524-7689

Planning & Comm. Dev. ............527-1264
Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen

Fire Dept. (Central Station) ......524-6881
Fire Dept. (Weirs Station) .........366-2229
Fire Chief - Kirk Beattie

Library.......................................524-4775
Library Director - Randy Brough

Parks & Recreation ...................524-5046
Parks & Rec. Director - Amy Lovisek

Personnel..................................524-3877
Personnel Administrator - Paula Baumoel

Police (Administration) .............524-5257
Police (Crime Line) ..................524-1717

We hope you have enjoyed this
Edition of

Police Chief - Matthew Canfield

Public Works (Main Office) ........528-6379
Public Works (Transfer Station) 528-5822
Public Works Director - Wes Anderson

Tax............................................527-1269

We welcome your input, comments
and suggestions!
Feel free to contact us at the
City Manager’s office, 527-1270,
or by e-mail at info@laconianh.gov

Have a great weekend!

Scott Myers,
City Manager
City’s Website:
www.laconianh.gov

Tax Collector - Lindsey Allen

Water ........................................524-0901
Superintendent - Ben Crawford

Welfare .....................................527-1267
Welfare Technician - Cathy Raymond
City Council Contact Info:

Mayor Andrew Hosmer ................ 496-2078
Bruce Cheney (Ward 1) ............... 491-8946
Robert Soucy (Ward 2) ................ 524-7054
Henry Lipman (Ward 3) ................ 528-0191
Mark Haynes (Ward 4) ................. 524-3605
Robert Hamel (Ward 5) ................ 524-6360
Tony Felch (Ward 6) .................... 524-7185
General Council E-mail:
citycouncil@laconianh.gov
Visit the City’s website at:
www.laconianh.gov
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